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Estuary inhabitants

We have hedgehogs within our estuary as well as stoats, rabbits and possums. All these 

animals have been introduced by our early settlers, along with the myriads of little 

English birds, thrushes, blackbirds, sparrows, skylarks, greenfinches, goldfinches, 

starlings, chaffinches, to name a few. The mallard ducks and black swan along with 

Canada geese were introduced as game birds. 

The rabbits were introduced to supplement the larder and the stoats were bought in to 

control the rabbits. 

Our early settlers were full of good intentions trying to bring a little of the English 

countryside to their new home in New Zealand.           

Some of it worked and some of it was a disaster.

 The black swans, mallard ducks and Canada geese along with the 

possums, rabbits and stoats are a problem.  

They are all within our Waikanae Estuary Scientific Reserve 

          Stoat

Brown Teal

We had a visit from a little male brown teal that had a band on his leg. A lady who had 

worked with the teal on Kapiti Island was trying to photograph the bird to identify the leg 

band and to try and establish where it was banded. I don’t know if she was successful.

The teal was feeding with the mallards on the bank and was taking bread which indicated 

that it was pretty tame –They usually keep much to themselves. The other teal on the 

lagoon have been here for a few years and were feeding on the river’s edge by the row of 

posts. When you disturb them they usually just paddle into the river rather than fly away. 

These bird are quite rare on the mainland, however they can be viewed in the wild on our 

reserve, even though they are semi nocturnal in their lifestyle. 

Eastern rosella

Now and again we have a visit from some eastern rosellas. They don’t frequent the 

estuary very often, however a pair flew into our garden and feed off a flax bush, which is 

the first time we have had them in our garden, here at the beach.

We have seen them within the estuary at times; however they tend to frequent the lower 

hills and the garden areas of Kapiti and the Tararua forest.    

http://www.kapitibirdtours.co.nz/


Estuary restoration

Contact Maureen on 9024892 to participate in this worthwhile project.

                           Banded dotterel

There are banded dotterel back on the sand spit. These lovely little 

birds feed on the river’s edge and are one of the few birds to commute 

to Australia against the prevailing wind. They tend to run quite fast 

along the sand spit and also are fast flyers.
                                                                                                                                                                         Peter Morrison. D.O.C. 

Oystercatchers

In my April newsletter I talked of the oystercatcher’s nesting right out in the open, where 

everyone and his dog walks, on the sand spit. And how foolish they were, as it was not 

expected that they would ever raise their chick in such an exposed spot, with children and 

dogs running around. I told of going down to the sand spit to check on the nest and 

finding both the egg and the birds were not to be seen and not being at all surprised 

However I have just been informed by a couple of people who had been checking the nest 

every day that they, the oystercatchers had indeed hatched their chick. This is wonderful 

news.

Apparently after the hatching the parent birds took their chick over the river to the 

seclusion and safety of the far bank, which is why we couldn’t find them. 

Now what I want to know is how did the oystercatcher parents get the chick over the 

river?

I have never seen an oystercatcher swimming, they usually run along the sand, however 

being an estuarine bird I have no doubt they can swim, but what about a new born chick?

We will update you on the the pied shags, who are getting really serious for the first time 

ever with their nesting within our estuary reserve here at Waikanae, in next month’s 

edition of our monthly newsletter.

Moira and Mik. 
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